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THE CHALLENGE LEPROSY 


This the gist address given Dr. Robert Cochrane, London, the patients the Public Health Service 


Hospital, Carville, La., December 1956, auspices Point Clair Lions Club. 


international authority this field, Dr. Cochrane technical medical advisor the American Leprosy 
Missions, Inc., New York, and consultant the British Government, and the World Health Organization. 


first want pay tribute. The trib- 
ute want pay you, friends. 
are working with grim enemy: 
enemy that has held sway for thousands 
years. salute veterans many 
wars, salute veterans poliomye- 
litis, salute veterans cancer and 
tuberculosis. This evening want 
salute you, veterans, for you are 
taking the bullets the enemy, for, 
the conquest disease, the most import- 
persons are those who expose 
selves the bullets which are fired 
the small invaders human tissues, and 
che the grimmest and most 
enemies the human frame the 
leprae, Hansen’s ba- 
cillus! 

joining battle with you some 
expose ourselves these bullets also. 
far are concerned these bui- 
lets have done harm, and have 
escaped, far, unscathed. want you 
realize, privileged friends, that 
consider that you are veterans 
fare which very few people would will- 
ingly undertake. You are the front 
line this battle. are the officers 
the base, trying work out strate- 
which will, the end, win this war- 
fare. Any officer will tell you that you 
never know the quality man, the 
quality his Regiment, until you have 
fought beside the men the Regimeni 
battle. have fought your side 
for years. The Staff this Hospital 
has fought your side for many, many 
years. The more fight with you the 
more realize what wonderful Regi- 
ment have, and what wonderfui 
group soldiers you are and the loyal- 
your companionship. 

first action then, this evening, 
stand and salute you, friends, vet- 
erans grim and terrlble warfare. 
doing want address you of- 
ficer, teling you about this batte 
which are engaged, about this an- 
cient foe which has approached 
through modern means. 

Leprosy ancient disease, but 
also modern one. modern be- 
cause there are many places this year 
1956 which leprosy common, 
even, you know, certain states 
the United States America have 
not escaped the ravages this warfare. 
tering into the field research, 
hope show you, way which 
very few other diseases can, because 
touches all aspects life. good 
friend, Stanley Stein, and have had 
many discussions and there are one 
two points upon which have 
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Patients, medical staff, and hospital per- 
sonnel, filled the auditorium here 
ber 1956, hear Dr. Cochrane (above) 
speak, The distinguished medical visitor 
was introduced Dr. Edgar Johnwick, 
Carville’s Medical Officer Charge. 
Cochrane’s address was followed stim- 
ulating question and discussion period. 

The China-born Scottish physician, form- 
erly medical missionary India, was 
three-months speaking tour this coun- 
try, conjunction with the Golden Anni- 
versary American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
spoke scores church, civic and 
medical groups, but are sure that no- 
where did find more responsive and 
appreciative audience than here. Dr. Coch- 
rane spent five days this hospital, con- 
ferring with the resident medical and tech- 
nical staff. 

Dr. Cochrane’s services are constant 
demand many countries. His latest offer 
has come from the Indian Government 
which recently gave him citation for his 
that country. was invited be- 
come Director the new All-India Institute 
Research Chingleput. Since 
his work for ALM precludes any other full- 
time job, the Institute has settled for the 
his services consultant three 
the year. 


fered for very long time, and think, 
greed differ, should like try 
and explain myself little bit. 

you know, not use the term 
‘Hansen’s Disease.’ not use this 
term for two reasons: first, because 
inaccurate Hansen never had the dis- 
ease, and, secondly, because the ter- 
minology disease today try get 
away from naming the disease after its 
discoverer. try give descriptive 
name the disease. therefore, 
use the word leprosy. Why 
use the word leprosy? Because want 
take leprosy out the garbage can 
life and put into the drawing room, 
because that’s where its place should 
and has taxed the best minds for many 
centuries. 

Some you remember the words 


syphilitic and luetic were used the 
medical profession, but nowadays 
never hear these two words, and yet the 
word syphilis has now entered into gen- 
eral medical conversation, whereas no- 
body previously would dare mention 
the word, and now, even the draw- 
ing rooms society, one can speak 
bout this disease. Yet, there much 
more reason for banishing the word 
syphilis from the best society! If, there- 
fore, disease, which is, some extent, 
disease shame, talked about free- 
ly, why should not discuss disease 
which attacks innocent children, and 
has shame belonging it, freely 
would talk about tuberculosis, 
measles, any other the many dis- 
eases which human flesh 
Friends, not ashamed working 
with leprosy. honoured cho- 
sen work with this disease, and with 
you, the battle against leprosy, and 
want you, friends, and want the 
the highest honour that should cho- 
sen, along with many others the world 
over, try conquer this disease, and, 
this battle, associated with you! 
use the word leprosy, because 
disease which, medical men, 
definite clinical entity, and when the 
medical profession talks about leprosy 
everyone knows exactly what disease 
they are describing. Stanley Stein told 
that was almost persuaded use 
the word Hansenosis instead Han- 
sen’s disease. some senses that might 
little more accurate, but was told 
today that Hansenosis may not right 
because ‘osis’ literally means ‘full of,’ and 
one can hardly full Hansen! How- 
ever, matter what you call let 
remember that want this Cinderel- 
Medicine, this Cinderella Social 
Service, dressed proper ensemble. 
want put her glass slippers on, 
want her have her true place 
the Palace and carriage worthy you 
people; but not want the mid- 
night hour ever strike, that she 
goes back her kitchen among the 
coal and the dirt! 


may, therefore, want raise 
your eyes little bit that you might 
see how you are taking part this 
great battle against disease and how, 
when ask you help us, are ask- 
ing you help because you can play 
unique part this warfare. This 
Institution has played honourable 
part the campaign against leprosy 
for the past, almost forty years, and 
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was this institution that the Sulphone 
drugs were first tested. should like, 
here, pay tribute Dr. Faget, who 
undertook the clinical trials, 
Dr. Feldman, and many other people, 
who undertook experiments demonstrat- 
ing that Promin was effective tuber- 
culosis animals, and from these ex- 
periments the ideas arose that this drug 
should tried leprosy patients. 


Apart from the fact that you are your- 
selves casualties this warfare, one 
the reasons why important that 
you should realize your part this bat- 
tle because have experimental 
animal which test new drugs. 
have means which can grow 
the organism leprosy, Hansen’s 
cillus (M. leprae), artificial media. 
Therefore, have only got you, 
friends, whom experiment. re- 
member, when first started use 
the parent substance now called DDS 
India. returned the substance, 
because Promin and Diasone were far 
too expensive remedies use wide 
scale poverty-stricken country like 
India, and, therefore, had find 
cheaper source supply this drug. 
And so, turned the parent sub- 
stance. When first wished use this 
drug called patients together, and 
said them have animal 
which experiment, can only ask 
you, friends, trust and allow 
test this new drug. think wiil 
you good, may you harm, some 
you may even suffer seriously. Are 
you willing for experiment 
you with this drug?” Friends, 
could not stop the flow volunteers, 
and the Good Lord and say this 
deliberately the Good Lord had not 
put into mind inject the parent 
substance instead giving mouth, 
every one patients would have 
died, because the dose that gave them 
was big that had given the 
oral route they would not have sur- 
vived. poisonous dose DDS about 
mgms. 400 mgms. day. gave 
total 2,500 mgms. week two doses, 
1,250 mgms. one day week and 
1.250 mgms. three days later!! did not 
know anything about this drug, did 
not know what dosage give, and 
did not know whether there would 
toxic results; all knew was that the 
Professor Pharmacology, who had 
worked this drug, when heard 
that was going use DDS, very nearly 
sent telegram saying, and this 
not ashamed tell you that before 
started these experiments took 
these matters the Lord prayer, for 
there are spiritual factors which just 
understand the total healing the body. 
this work, particularly the 


pioneer work the early researchers, 
such Feldman and Hinshaw the 
Mayo Clinic, and Faget, and all the 
new way progress and hope has 
been opened leprosy. look upen 
this Institution great centre 
which people like can come and 
here and just discuss matters with Dr. 
Wolcott and your Staff. 

you realize that now leprosy 
entering into the field medical re- 
search really big way? you re- 
alize that, result being able 
study this disease more detail, scien- 
tists are beginning take interest 
leprosy. Leprosy, therefore, longer 
the periphery medical research. 
For instance, one the best neuroanat- 
emists Britain spent the whole 
last year doing leprosy research. 
was particularly interested 
leprosy? No! was because found 
that the changes nerve endings pro- 
duced leprosy threw much light 
the function these nerve endings, 
that took the study leprosy 
give him more information the whole 
what called Cutaneous Sen- 
sibility. Did say was not interested 
leprosy? certainly became inter- 
ested leprosy once realized what 
help would his fundamental re- 
search studies, but would remind you 
that, far concerned, leprosy 
highly infective disease, because 
anyone comes near gets bitten 
the bug! 

doctor from the Laboratories 
Cambridge wanted study the elec- 
tronmicroscopic appearances the My- 
cobacterium leprae and went the 
Congo for exactly one week, and the 
result his investigations there 
came back with enough material un- 
dertake four-year scheme research 
this most important aspect the 
disease. 

Leprosy has entered, also, big 
way, into the realm Orthopaedic 
Surgery. You have seen evidence this 
the work Dr. Riordan this 
stitution. Another pioneer worker 
Orthopaedic Surgery Dr. Paul Brand 
India. The work has done has 
helped open completely fresh 
field, and resulted under- 
standing muscular deformity, and 
therefore, has contributed our gen- 
lysis. even disease like polio- 
may benefit from 
search. 

could for quite long time 
telling you how leprosy helping the 
research world. You who thought, 
may have thought, that you were 
account this world, have become co- 
operators with science. Through your 
publication, THE STAR, and through 
the well known work Carville, you 
are now longer isolated units, hid- 


den away the backwoods Louisi- 
ana. You are men and women who are 
going used, and can used, 
open large fields medical research. 
have made great advances the 
last thirty years and don’t know 
that! Can’t compare what saw thirty 
ago, when first went out India, 
and what see now? Can’t compare the 
kind institution worked thirty 
years ago with the kind institution 
left? When realize that 
tion now, the enthusiasm the 
Government, being developed 
into the All India Institute 
Research and Training, realize whai 
tremendous advances have made! 
advances that have been made are noi 
only the realm therapy, for 
only rely tube Promin bot- 
doses DDS, daily injections 
min, are never going understand 
this disease adequately. Until under- 
stand the disease shall not able 
help you would like. stand, 
therefore, before you today, one 
your privileged officers, say you, 
“You are helping us, and thank you.” 

Both country, and the Unit- 
States, through the United States 
Public Health Service and workers 
research laboratories all over the coun- 
try, leprosy has, last, been placed 
well and truly the medical map. But 
there another map which leprosy 
should placed, and that the map 
Social Service. There still far too 
prejudice about this disease. 
tragedy that the person who has 
come here, and who goes out here, 
does not wish known that 
had ever had this disease, that 
ever was patient this Institution. 
for thinks that should ever 
become known would matter 
for shame! Rather should matter 
for congratulation that men have got 
better from disease, which now, 
had been thought the general public 
incurable. Alas, have not yet got 
the stage when person discharged 
from Carville, from any other Institu- 
tion, can breathe the air freely the air 
freedom! You are entitled your 
freedom, friends, but when you out 
here you are afraid that your free- 
dom will interrupted; you are afraid 
that your whole life the community 
will disturbed, and you have just 
and proper fear! 

not know what happening 
this country, least not wish 
discuss what happening here. can 
only tell you developments that 
taking place Great Britain far 
this disease concerned. you know, 
Advisor the British Government 
Leprosy. describe life run- 
ning around the world for half the 
vear, running around Great Britain 
for the other half, and trying catch 
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myself between. never catch my- 
self up! But know something the 
trials, the difficulties the patient who 
living home, who struggling 
gainst difficult odds, who trying 
get himself rehabilitated, accepted 
the community. Have not had break 
the news wife, who never knew 
that her husband had had this disease, 
and who had been living with him for 
twenty years? Have not had sit 
down and talk with men 
women who have burst out weeping 
because they had the disease? One 
greatest joys the end such in- 
terview have person shake 
hand and smile and say, understand, 
can take it!” 


Our method, some you 
that notification sent confidentiaily 
the Ministry Health. The conti- 
dential notifications come 
and there are only three people 
Britain who know that the person 
leprosy the doctor who charge 
the case, the Chief Medical Officer 
the Ministry Health, and myself. 
inform the Medical Officer Health 
the District, and inform him per- 
sonally. either write him confiden- 
tial letter, and see him, and 
him whether the person any dan- 
ger infecting others. Let’s quite 
frank about this, the way leprosy 
conveyed from one person another 
through skin skin contact. know 
perfectly well that the adult relatively 
nonsusceptible. know people 
will say leprosy highly infectious 
tis. But how infectious poliomyelitis? 
Five ten per cent community, 
ninety ninety-five per cent escape 
the disease! that highly infectious 
The adult has not great 
chance getting it. The child appears 
have greater chance. There one 
simple precaution, which, people 
would only realise, they could take. 
not allow any person who has the my- 
cobacterium leprae his skin come 
into skin skin contact with healthy 
person!! There are many occupations 
that person, who has the disease, can 
undertake without any danger the 
friends, the bug doesn’t bite, doesn’t 
_jump, and doesn’t fly the air. 
don’t know everything about it, but 
know that healthy persons, es- 
pecially children, are kept from skin 
skin contact with infective case, the 
chances are that the disease will disap- 
pear from community. And, friends, 
tell you this quite deliberately and 
with kindness, leprosy will never disap- 
pear from Texas, leprosy will never dis- 
appear from Louisiana, until men and 
women, you and are able persuade 
and convince the public that the only 
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way deal with this disease 
frank about it, and let people know 
that are not afraid it. Oh, know, 
know quite well, friends, that that 
hard task, and know your task 
doing almost impossible one, 
but are here help you. duty 
Britain not only have the cases re- 
ported me, but find out the 
person working, and keep him 
his work. man much better work- 
ing while being treated than not work- 
suade him enter hospital, order 
that may properly treated, or, 
risk children and younger mem- 
bers the public, try persuade 
him enter hospital for his own 
good and for his family’s sake. 


here, Britain, that when per- 
son admitted into this hospital 
looked after extremely well. 
not what concerned about. 
what happens either before ad- 
mitted, after discharged from 
the hospital that matters. This 
weak link the system 
The whole social service department 
hospital should mobilised when 


discharged from leprosy, in- 


stitution. England take this mat- 
ter personally. have into the 
question his Perhaps 
see the Medical Officer Charge 
the firm which was working, and, 
do, say quite frankly the pa- 
tients, shall tell the authorities from 
what you have been suffering, but 
will not write down. shall interview 
the person concerned individually.” re- 
member one person who came 
London hospital, and was diagnosed 
having leprosy. How got around, 
not know, but when she went back 
Government office, somehow an- 
other became known that she was 
from leprosy. was telephoned 
the next day and told that nobody 
would work with the girl the office, 
and everybody said that that girl 
didn’t leave once everyone else would. 
telephoned the Medical Officer the 
olfice concerned, and asked him 
could have talk with him. had 
our talk, and said, “Let the girl 
way for month, and then say nothing 
more about it, and put the girl back 
her This was done, and there 
was not another murmur. 
trates that face the whole question 
irankly and honestly, there will 
much better response the part the 
public than you dare imagine. 
Similarly, India, when was Medi- 
Superintendent the Christian 
Medical Hospital Vellore, said 
staff, “From now are going 
admit leprosy cases, they are found 
suffering from acute condi- 
tion, needing immediate hospitalization, 
due their leprosy, due 
other complicating condition.” 


When the staff heard this they said, 
“You can’t that.” said, can’t 
that?” And the reply was, “If you 
all the other patients will run away.” 
said that the only reason why other 
people would run away would 
some nurse doctor said, “We have 
got case leprosy our wards,” and 
this became generally known causing 
the other patients panic. notice 
were taken the case, and the patient 
with leprosy treated just ordin- 
ary individual, then nothing would 
said the other patients. Then, and 
for the past twelve years, cases lep- 
1osy have been continually the wards 
the Christian Medical Hospital, Vel- 
and never once has another patient 
objected. This the result making 
leprosy respectable disease; this the 
result refusing put leprosy into 
outhouse, or, even worse, into the gar- 
can; this the result making 
leprosy honourable disease, disease 
which you can talk about, disease 
which you are not ashamed! This 
the end for which work, and for 
which need your support. not 
wish you think that mean that you 
have around and tell people that 
you have had leprosy, that you suffer 
from this disease. don’t want you 
brag about it, but say while 
you don’t give any gratuitous informa- 
tion, necessary, stand up, and don’t 
ashamed the fact that you have had 
this disease, that you have been pa- 
tient Carville. You have men who 
have done this Johnny Harmon, Mr. 
Olmstead, and others. Some them 
have had difficulties, but they have got 
over them, and, far concerned, 
and far the staff this hospital 
concerned, you are going get all 
the support that can possibly give 
you. 

Remember, however, that leprosy 
chronic disease like poliomyelitis, like 
muscular dystrophy, like many other dis- 
eases, and chronic diseases tax the spirit 
man far more than acute ones. There 
are men almost, was going say, 
raised the place sainthood, who 
climb Mt. Everest. There are men who 
the North and South Poles. There 
are men who fly thousands feet the 
air higher than anybody else. There are 
men who down the deepest depths 
the sea, and they are all honoured. 
The man the woman want hon- 
our the man the woman, who, 
having gone through the mills 
chronic disease, find his spirit still un- 
tarnished and unblemished. know men, 
know women, who have gone through 
the furnace suffering, and know 
they have found the answer that 
problem. often used write home, 
when was India, felt blue, felt 
fed up, just walked down the 
hospital and had talk with so-and-so.” 
saw what had put with, and 
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was ashamed ever being fed up. So, 
whatever your religion faith, what- 
ever your outlook life, there one 
aspect life which you must never for- 
get, and that that you are not mere 
animal, you are not mere body, you 
are not just mind! You are body, 
mind and spirit. The more the three are 
integrated, the more you'll able 
face the world and show men what 
overcome all difficulties, and able 
stand and say, know the rea- 
son why I’m victorious.” you can in- 
tegrate your body, your mind, and your 
spirit, you can come and stand side 
side with me, side side with Dr. 
Johnwick, side side with all those 
men and women who are your friends, 
and, yes, say this deliberately (and 
Scotsmen are not who love 
you. Then you and will find ourselves 
this battle together, and really 
will get move on, and will you, 
not me, friends, who will the 
men and women who will honoured, 
for the day will come when this disease 
shall longer trouble the world 


men. 
* 

Note: Dr. Cochrane’s attitude 
towards so-called leprosy were common 
one, would not make great deal dif- 
ference what name the disease called. 
But unfortunately, the Dr. Cochranes this 
world are few and far between (there are 
more Purviances see Press Passing). Dr. 
Cochrane’s the exception rather 
than the rule, and believe this true, 
even most medical circles. 

Dr. Cochrane recognizes that the attitude 
this disease influenced the 
name has said, always teil 
the person who has got the disease what the 
disease is, the name the disease, and 
say, ‘It more shameful get leprosy 
than common cold’.” But has also said, 
when becomes necessary for him dis- 
cuss the case with others, does not use 
the word tell them the pa- 
tient has Hansen’s infection, that cor- 
rect term.” Here is a clear-cut admission 
that the name “leprosy” stirs emotional 
fears the extent that actually hampers 
medical communications. In some of the 
South American countries physicians refuse 
identify certain types this disease 
the name leprosy because stigmatizes the 
Why should patient with any type 
oi the disease be branded with an oppro- 
brium? 

Dr. Cochrane says does not use the term 
“Hansen’ disease (1) inac- 
curate Hansen never had the disease, and 
(2) because the terminology disease 
try get away from naming the 
Gisease after its discoverer. try give 
descriptive name the disease.” Granted, 
Hansen never had the disease, but neither 
did Burger, Bright, Addison and host 
other scientists for whom diseases have been 
named. Granted too, Hansen’s disease not 
scientifically name, but nei- 
ther is the word “leprosy.” Of the two, Han- 
sen’s conforms more recognized scientific 
standards other diseases than does the 
term However, the 
medical profession can come with 
scientifically accurate and “descriptive” 
name for this disease, are all for it, and 
think their duty make serious 
effort find such name and follow through. 

have given hope the 
implications the words “leprosy” and 
Their connotations are too deeply 
imbedded the language. But have not 
given hopes abolishing the 
application these offensivg words. 


Press Passing 


and sin are closely inter- 
woven letter “Dear Folks Back 
Home” from Rod and Karen Purviance, 
the Sudan Interior Mis- 
sion, stationed the Kano Leprosarium 
North Nigeria, Africa, that tm- 
possible tell where one begins and the 
other ends. The Purviance letter 
published the Perry, lowa Chief, 
vember 1956. 

Their letter indicates that the Pur- 
viances are experts sin and its 
fects, but are not well informed 
so-called leprosy and its effects, although 
they work hospital treating this dis- 
ease. Could anything more horrible 
more conducive fostering mis- 
conceptions about the illness than 


emotional outburst. 

“Here before us lies the great opportunity, 
that reaching these people who have 
afflicted with Men, women and 
children full leprosy, leprosy the body 
destroying, decaying, rotting, the flesh wast- 
ing away. Fingers, hands, noses, ears, 
feet falling off, rending the body useless. 
This itself great affliction but behold 
there even greater afliction than this, 
that the leprosy the soul. Sin, eating, 
decaying, destroying the heart man, rend- 
ing him useless God.... But what about the 
man who has leprosy the soul? Leprosy 
the soul not just destroying for this 
present time only but destroying for all 
eternity and man dies with leprosy the 
soul, shall cast into outer darkness 
where there yelling and gnashing teeth 
for ever and ever. (Matt. 13:42). Pray with 
for these people that they continue 
come for physical healing their sin-sick 
souls will also healed the Great Phy- 
sician, cetera, cetera.” 


What about this “falling business 
the Purviances describe with such gusto. 
true? Most certainly NOT. part 
the body ever falls off even before 
modern sulfone treatment. 
fones, the following may have happened: 

Before sulfones, nerve nerves 
the hand sometimes became 
infected and the muscles the 
hand then became imbalanced. 
This led contracted hand 
which looked pretty much like 

Before sulfones, infection some- 
times infiltrated the bones. The 
bones “dissolved” and the fing- 
ers thereby 
and misshapened. This was 
finger 
“dropped off” dramatically. The 
finger merely changed shape. 

Such loathesome conditions “des- 
troying, decaying, rotting, the flesh wast- 
ing away” simply not exist coun- 
tries where there are medical facilities 
and modern drugs. know for 
fact that they have excellent medical 
facilities and physician trained 
Kano and they are using sulfone 
drugs. The Purviances not mention 
sulfone therapy their maudlin letter, 
but they admit that per cent the 
Kano patients were discharged, symp- 
tom-free, last year. 

not likely that what the Purvi- 
ances wrote will influence people out- 


side Perry, lowa, and even many 
them will probably soon forget North 
Nigeria and its problems favor 
more vital matters, such the price 
corn what serve the next mect- 
ing the Ladies Aid. But the Purvi- 
ance letter striking example 
attitude far too widespread among cer- 
tain evangelical missionaries. 
people mean well, and many them 
are dedicated workers. But their 
stant and insistent association med- 
more than any other group, perpetuate 
ancient and unwarranted social stig- 

Dr. Robert Cochrane found that 
mong some good Evangelicals their in- 
terpretation Biblical leprosy far 
out line that actually handicap 
workers this field today. en- 
deavor reach this group, Dr. Coch- 
rane wrote paper which was published 
Evangelical magazine England. 

Dr. Cochrane stated that, 
medically, 
there justification for applying the 
Old Testament conception leprosy the 
disease now know that name.... 
apply, then, the Biblical conception lep- 
rosy the disease know this name today 
unfortunate, for makes particular 
illness, which largely disease inno- 
childhood, special manifestation 
sin, and places the sufferer under the mental 


agony thinking that cursed above 
ali men.” 


* * * 

Bishop Fulton Sheen another of- 
fender comparing leprosy with sin. 
recent bulletin, issued The 
ciety for the Propagation the Faith 
over Bishop Sheen’s signature, 
ing for funds, find this statement, 
“Sin the soul unseen, but God 
sees leprosy the inside.” The 
Bishop always refers patients 
brought this matter his attention 
several times and respectfully asked his 
cooperation, Bishop Sheen will not 
change and one letter frankly 
told that uses these terms for their 
emotional impact bring funds. 

* * 

Whenever there controversial sub- 
ject the news, such the recent visit 
King Saud this country and the 
proposed visit Tito, and the argu- 
ments among the pros and cons wax hot- 
ter and hotter, you can sure that 
someone, casting about for the vilest 
cpitaph the language, will come 
with the word “leper” g., “The king 
(Saud) had every reason think was 
over here kind moral 
and political from editorial 
The Detroit News, February 16, 1957. 

“In Mayfield, Kentucky, the Rev- 
erend Frank Cayce asked his Episcopal 
congregation, ‘Why should’t Eisenhower 
have Saud and Tito guests? Didn’t 
Christ associate with lepers, whores and 
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When Samu from Samoa, American 
Samoa, was recently admitted 
hospital, brought along his guitar 
and head full bewitchingly beauti- 
songs. Samu found 
ready and appreciative 
and many other music makers among 
his fellow patients. Manuel also strums 
the guitar, and does Pancho, Chico, 
Joe, Tony and others, and they all love 
sing, especially those 
border melodies. twangs the banjo 
and Milt plays the ukelele, mention 
only few. When the weather nice, 
the group gets together under the stars 
with the giant oak trees the 
grounds providing picturesque back- 
drop for the impromptu concerts. In- 


door jam sessions find Ben the piano. 


George the sax, Bob the trumpet, 
Fal the clarinet and Art beating the 
drums. There plenty modern 
rhythm and rock and beat. 


But the musical talent Carville 
not confined the men and boys. There 
are many musicians the distaff side, 
too, The women and girls have their 
own Natural Music Club under the 
direction Sister Laura Stricker. Sister 
Laura charge the pharmacy 
this hospital, that her official job, but 
she devotes her off-duty hours the 
Naturals. Sister Laura has Bachelor 
Music degree from Louisiana State Uni- 
versity. now more than quarter 
century ago that Sister Laura gave 
her first piano lesson patient this 
hospital, then for the purpose 
strengthening the fingers one little 
Chinese girl. Through the years, she 
has had many piano students, some 
date. The Natural Music Club has 
its own artistically furnished music room 
and the group presents the annual Na. 
tivity Play, pageant with music, and 
usually several other programs during 
the year. 

The patients’ choir the Catholic 
Chapel directed Sister Laura, and 
the patients’ choir the Protestant 
Chapel directed Mrs. Roger Horne 
Baton Rouge, LSU music student. 
Visitors comment favorably the sing- 
ing both choirs. 
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Carville senores and senoritas staged 
“fiesta.” There have been several 
ductions the hospital, one program “Plan- 


tation 
Foster. 


MOC Encourages Music 


did not take long for Carville’s 
new Medical Officer Charge, Dr. Ed- 
gar Johnwick, become aware the 
unusual amount interest the patients 
have music. Dr. Johnwick was im- 
pressed with this interest that en- 
couraged the formation music com- 
mittee, and has appointed Dr. Con- 
rad Herr its chairman, Dr. Herr 
one the most popular members 
the resident medical staff. The purpose 
the Committee coordinate the 
interest music that can used 
the best advantage the patients. 

One the first activities the Com- 
mittee was conduct survey. The 
survey yielded some helpful 
teresting information. the 320 pa- 
tients this hospital, about play 
have played some musical instrument 
and have their own instruments, 
from harmonicas accordions. 

Replies questionnaire indicate 
that 197 patients would like attend 
lectures music appreciation; 149 
would like take part community 
singing; and choral group; 
patients are interested dramatics, and 
100 clamored for dancing les- 
sons. 

The report the Sub-Committee 
electronic equipment and musical ins- 
truments show that there are nine pi- 
anos scattered over institution, 
some good repair, some not. There 
concert grand the theatre. The 


Days” featured songs Stephen 


Protestant Chapel has Mass Carillon 
with station coverage and Connsonato 
electric organ. The Catholic Chapel has 
Mueller pipe organ. 

The patients have their meals the 
cafeteria Mello-D background music 
pickup from New Orleans. 
The same Mello-D system the In- 
firmary Annex for psychiatric patients. 
The Mello-D system was installed here 
two years ago through the gener- 
osity the National Auxiliary The 
American Legion. 

Dr. Johnwick believes that music ex- 
erts considerable therapeutic benefit 
persons with chronic particu- 
larly Hansen’s disease. said, “Wheth- 
patients make music just listen 
not too important, but active par- 
ticipation would have the added benetit 
giving the patients 
that may put good use when they 
are eventually discharged 
Dr. Johnwick sound track. The 
use music therapeutic technique 
has long history. Aristotle 
Politics philosophized concerning music 
that “at suitable times should intro- 
duce amusements and they should 
medicines, for the emotion which they 
create the soul relaxation and 
from the pleasure obtain rest.” 


Music Wonder Drug 


Modern medicine reviving age-old 
healer, music, bring new health the 
sick. Surgery, psychiatry, and just plain hos- 
pital boredom are benefiting from the new 
music therapy, according special report 
the Journal the American Medical As- 
sociation (Dec. 29, 1956). 

sixth floor studio pipes music the oper- 
ating rooms and patients can listen their 
favorite selections through earphones, The 
night before the operation the patient gets 
choose his “music for whether iis 
classical, semiclassical popular. 

therapy helps children the Den- 
ver, Colo., Children’s Hospital whose arms 
are affected with polio and other diseases. 
They learn play piano using one 
finger, their elbows, their fists, their 
knuckles, the report states. 


The new music therapy finds one its 
uses with the mentally ill. Music, 
“the ancient brings response 
from many patients when nothing else 
Properly selected, helps relieve tensions 
and allay fears, and widely used Many 
Veterans Administration hospitals. 


Federation Presents Agenda 


The Executive Board the 
met with the Medical Officer 
Charge, Dr. Edger Johnwick, Clin. 
ical Director Dr. R.R. Wolcott, and 
Community Director, T.H. 
Rickman, Jr., submit program 
senting the situation see it, for 
your consideration and, hope, ac- 
tion.” 

Darryl Broussard, chairman the 
explained that the sixteen-page, 
pared last summer the midst the 
“Carville Crisis,” and that certain the 
problems mentioned had been taken 
care of. The patients’ program covers 
varied topics ranging from medical care, 
research, rehabilitation, social and com- 
services, and education. 

Discussion the January meeting 
was lively, free and open. Dr. Johnwick 
was favorably impressed with the rea- 
sonableness points raised the pa- 
tients, and some was ahead the 
Board. told the group that many 
the points brought the agenda are 
already included the long-term plans 
that are now shaping the 
hospital program for this station. 

letter the Executive Board 
(January 15), Dr. Johnwick advised the 
that copies their agenda were 
being circulated each the Branch 
Chiefs and the two chaplains for their 
review. The MOC wrote part: 

meetings the many topics that the 
agenda has brought our mutual at- 
tention. 

“In view the fact that 16-page 
genda covers multitude topics, 
will better take each these one 
time and solve them the appro- 
priate branch setting. These individual 
topics will receive attention 
meetings and you will kept informed 
the progress that make the so- 
lution these mutual problems. 

believe that one the major 
problems encountered the manage- 
ment institution this size the 
need for improved communications 
tween patients and staff, between vari- 
ous segments the patient population, 
and between the numerous staff sections 
and units.” 


New Med Sec’y for BELRA 


The British Empire Leprosy 
Association has announced the appoint- 
ment Dr. Ross Innes, Medicai 
Secretary. Dr. Innes present Direc- 
tor the East African Leprosy Research 
Center Itesio Uganda. was 
slated take his duties Port- 
man Street, London, early 1957. Dr. 
Innes visited Carville March 1948, en- 
route the “Fifth International Lep- 
Congress” Havana, Cuba. 


Congressman Honor Guest 


Star Party 


and 
Pr. Johnwick all smiles. The package 
the Congressman’s hands gift from the 
patients Dr. Johnwick. One Carville’s 
test friends, Legionnaire Sam Rubin, Mon- 
roe, standing by, was also honor guest 
THE STAR party. Accompanying Mr. Pass- 


Congressman Passman pleased, 


man and Mr. Rubin Carville, was Mr. 
Bert Hatten the Monroe Morning World. 

The patients also presented gifts Mrs. 
Johnwick, Dr. Wolcott, T.H. Rickman, Jr., 
and Miss Ann Koenig, New Orleans, 
Southern Bell Telephone Women’s Activi- 
ties Club. Honor guests Passman and Rubin 
received handsome souvenir albums. The al- 
bums, tokens appreciation from the Pa- 
tients Federation, tell the story Carville 
pictures. 


Representative Otto Passman, 
ber Congress from the Fifth District 
Louisiana, honor guest THE 
STAR’s Community Christmas Party, 
December 16, 1956, was given warm 
cvation when, talk, reassured the 
patients his continued interest 
Carville and the patients’ problems, 
touching particularly the cottage sit- 
uation. 

Mr. Passman reiterated his intention 
introduce bill into the 85th Con- 
gress which would provide adequate 
sum money, $250,000, for the con- 
struction about brick cottages for 
couples and some other 
patients, part the facilities this 
hospital. Dr. Johnwick told the assem- 
bled guests, some 300 patients and 
like number visitors, that was 
accord with Mr. Passman’s plans. 

impromptu staff meeting the 
office, preceding THE STAR 
party, Dr. Johnwick called Mr. Pass- 
man’s attention other building needs 
here which might included the 
proposed legislation, namely, 
house for relatives and friends pa- 
tients, long-felt need, and replacement 
some houses now 
cupied staff members and their fam- 
ilies. 

Congressman Passman indicated that 
small Congressional Committee might 
visit this hospital early 1957 survey 
needs. 


Carville patients cheerfully contribut- 
total $191 the Polio Drive 
January. The drive here was carried 
with zeal and enthusiam the Point 
Clair Lions Club. 


Cottages Appraised 


Mr. W.P. McCullough the Gen- 
Administration, Dallas, 
was here for the week January 7-12, 
appraise the private cottages oc- 
cupied patients the rear the 
hospital grounds. private cottages, 
regular readers THE STAR are 
well aware, have for some time been the 
subject considerable controversy. 
Through the years, the cottages were 
from other patients, all with official per- 
mission. The government now contends 
that the cottages are not legally the 
property the patients because they 
stand Federal land. Bill HR-12138, 
backed the Public Health Service, 
was passed the 84th Congress appro- 
priating $25,000 settle compromise 
claims patients owning (?) the cot- 
tages. 

Mr. McCullough met with the cottage 
“owners” January said that 
was here appraise the cottages and 
furnishings, not necessarily within the 
limit the appropriation, but for what- 
ever thought each individual cottage 
was worth. total amount may run 
high $50,000, don’t know, until 
have gone over the dwellings and see 
their general condition.” said. 


stated that came here “with 
conceived ideas” and that had aot 
even heard this matter until 
weeks before. One the patients con- 
cerned said, “The Public Health Ser- 
vice has put the cart before the horse. 
should have sent appraiser here 
before the Bill was introduced.” 


Before Congress passed the grant- 
ing the appropriation, the patients were 
told that when the Government assumed 
ownership, the present occupants the 
cottages, mostly couples who met and 
married after both were patients here, 
would permitted remain the 
cottages, and the Government would as- 
ume “upkeep.” After the Bill passed, 
spokesman for the PHS announced that 
the cottages would all torn down 
and the couples would moved one 
more the main dormitories, 
converted into small apartments. The 
patients protested vigorously, 
were backed many organizations and 
clubs, especially veterans’ groups, such 
The American Legion and The Dis- 
abled American Veterans. Several Con- 
gressmen became interested and Rep- 
resentative Otto Passman (D., La.) 
made two trips the hospital for 
study the situation. 


Gardening enthusiasts this hospi- 
there are about have the full 
support Dr. Johnwick. The MOC 
has expressed his interest expanding 
landscape and garden programs. More 
this subject our spring issue. 
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Sister Teresa 


After long years faithful service 
here, Sister Teresa Kelly, Director 
Nurses this hospital, also Sister Su- 
perior, has been transferred. Sister 
resa left Carville January for Ma- 
rillac Seminary, Normandy, Mo., the 
Central House the Sisters Charity, 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul, from 
where she will reassigned. Sister 
was devoted the patients and 
was wrench for her leave Carvilie, 
but her transfer was accordance with 
certain provisions cannonical law. 

Sister Teresa was Director Nurses 
here since January 1954, but this was 
her second tour duty Carville. She 
had served the nursing staff from 
1922 1932, total twenty-two years 
duty Carville. 

Sister Teresa, native Ireland, en- 
tered the Sisterhood 1917. She gradu- 
ated nursing from St. Paul’s Hospital 
Dallas 1921. She also registered 
pharmacist and her first post Car- 
ville was department. She 
member the American College 
Hospital Administrators. 

Sister Teresa came this 
just year after the Government took 
over the place and she said, “It broke 
heart then see the patients getting 
sicker and sicker. only had the 
sulfones those She “tremend- 
ously encouraged” over the effectiveness 
the sulfone drugs. “These drugs,” 
she said, “have brought about aston- 
ishing physical improvement 

paper, 


Fights Hansen’s 
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Change Nursing Staff Leadership 


Disease and Hopelessness,” published 
Hospitals, Sister Teresa recognized the 
need for vigorous internal 
and recreational program here. “But,” 
she said meaningfully, “no internal pro- 
gram can wholly successful until pub- 
lic fear based false ideas about the 
disease corrected.” 

1952, Sister Teresa went Eu- 
rope. Her traveling companion that 
trip was Sister Alphonsa. Neither knew 
then that Sister Alphonsa would 
ter Teresa’s successor Carville. 
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Sister Alphonsa 


Sister Alphonsa Aucoin the new 
Director Nurses Carville and Sister 
Superior. Sister Alphonsa 
duties here January She was 
transferred from Providence Hospital, 
Mobile, Alabama, where she served 
Hospital Administrator. 

graduate nursing St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Evansville, Indiana, with 
degree Nursing Education from 
University, Chicago, Sister Al- 
phonsa Fellow the American 
lege Hospital Administrators. She has 
held number important posts. 
the time she went Europe with Sister 
Teresa, Sister Alphonsa was administra- 
tor Mary’s Help Hospital, San Fran- 
cisco. Recalling that trip, Sister Alphon- 
said, “Sister Teresa often spoke 
Carville and told much about the 
place, and the patients. She really loves 
Carville. sure will love here, 
too,” Sister Alphonsa added. 
Guite home already.” 


Sister Alphonsa native Louisi- 
ana but she has been away from her 
home state since she joined her Order 
thirty years ago. The Carville post 
her first Louisiana assignment. 

The Sisters Charity, Daughters 
Vincent Paul, have beén duty 
this hospital since 1896, little more 
than year after was 
tablished the State Louisiana 
(1894-1921). There are currently Sis- 
ters duty here, employed nurses, 
dietitians, biochemist, medical record 
cians. 


Med Social Worker Resigns 


This hospital temporarily without 
the services medical social worker, 
Miss Lena Beck, who held that posi- 
tion for the past two and half years 
having resigned. Miss Beck left Janu- 
for Chattanooga, Tennessee, where 
she has accepted position the Guid- 
ance Clinic. 

Miss Beck brought her work 
Carville the experiance years 
her highly specialized field, and she did 
thoroughly good job here, sometimes 
working under the most trying circum- 
stances. 

Miss Beck seemed understand the 
patients’ problems, with almost im- 
mediate grasp certain unique situa- 
tions and she had way getting 
the core the matter and trying 
something about it. She did not always 
succeed but she always tried. She was 
helpful veterans hospitalized here 
filing and pursuing their claims, estab- 
lishing social security for patients, 
patients with job 
placements and orient the DP, helped 
patients attain State welfare benefits, 
initiated classes citizenship and visited 
families patients when neccessary. 

Willard Cannon, medical social worker 
the Veterans Administration Hospital. 
North Carolina, will succeed 
Miss Beck Carville. Mr. Cannon will 
report for duty here sometime Feb- 


The Carville school has new teacher. 
field, La. Mr. Davidson will teach com- 
mercial courses. succeeds Mrs. Ha- 
1old Sicard Baton Rouge. Mr. David- 
son graduate Southeastern Louisi- 
ana College where majored busi- 
ness education. 


Something new has been added the 
facilities this hospital something 
new and progressive. December 24, 
1956, dinning room was opened 
the second floor the infirmary build- 
ing, where visitors, relatives and friends 
patients, may secure meals nom- 
inal charge. The staff dining room 
open official guests the hospital, 
but such accomodation has ever be- 
fore, the 62-year history this hospi- 
tal, been made available 
guests. This hospital located re- 
mote section the Louisiana country- 
side, with hotels 
nearby. past, patients’ guests 
have had manage for their meals, 
catch catch can, hungry. Some 
did. 

significant that Dr. Johnwick 
does not hesitate break with prece- 
dent this necessary accomplish 
needful change. 
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Had Art Show Too 


one end the spacious ballroom 
“upstairs” the recreation building 
this hospital, pool tournament was 
full swing. the extreme other end, 
Melodese Kilpatrick Whitaker, well- 
known Texas and Oklahoma artist and 
student Xavier Gonzales, had set 
her one-man art show. 
ciously over the show, Mrs. Whitaker 
did not seem mind the clack the 


Artist Melodese 


Whitaker 
balls the audible comments the 
“An artist,” she said, “gets 
used However, even the 
pool sharks and their fans called temp- 
crary halt the tournament watch 
with interest and join applauding 
the high point the show. This was 
the unveiling Mrs. Whitaker’s por- 
trait Father Abbot Francis Sadlier, 
resident chaplain. 


War Heroine Peacetime Bride 


4 a 


Here they are, two happy people, Alec and Joey Lau, their wedding day, January 10. 
Mrs. Lau, the former Josefina “Joey” Guerrero, wearing Henri Bendel original cock- 
tail length dress emerald green silk. Her half-shell hat, Italian import, was crea- 
tion seed pearls and sequins. Beige accessories and rock crystal costume jewelry high- 


lighted her ensemble. 


Romance which seems flourish 
Carville blossomed again the marri- 


age Filipino war heroine, STAR 
fer, Joey Guerrero Alec Lau, her fel 


Mrs. Whitaker had about 
tures display, oil and water colors. 
Some were Louisiana ante-bellum 
homes, some were local scenes, and there 
were several portraits. addition the 
paintings there were two terra cotta 
sculptures, one mask the artist her- 
self. 

The show was well attended pa- 
tients and personnel and number 
artists from Baton Rouge drove down 
see the show and meet Mrs. Whitaker. 
They included Jay Broussard, Director 
the Louisiana Art Commission; Mrs. 
Ulmer, Art Director East Baton 
Parish Schools, and Mr. Ulmer: 
Mrs. Murphy, Art Director Baton Rouge 
High, and Mr. Murphy; Mrs. 
Mrs. Woods, Mrs. Cald- 
well and LSU art student Edgar Day- 
ries, Jr., and others. 

Mrs, Whitaker, now living Dallas, 
past president the Association 
Oklahoma Artists and she has had one- 
man shows the Art Center Okla- 
homa City; Philbrook Museum, Tulsa, 
and other places. 

Melodese Whitaker, private life, 
Mrs. Gilbert Whitaker. Mr. Whitaker 
General Services Administration, Dallas, 
Carville for several months con- 
nection with the conversion the elec- 
tric power here from Direct Alternat- 
ing Current. 


low patient this hospital, January 
10. The ceremony was performed 
Jess Johnson Baton Rouge. 
was almost week before the newspa- 
pers got hint the wedding and then 
the story broke the B.R. State Times, 
Jan. 15. That did it. The wire services 
began calling and the story Joey and 
Alec’s wedding flashed newspapers 
from New York Manila. There were 
radio broadcasts and Station 
Rouge, moved its television cam- 
eras here. 

that time, Joey who had taken 
few days off from her job THE 
STAR, was back work. Joey had 
simple answer all the 
fired her the reporters, just 
fell love, and that was that.” Standing 
by, Alec confirmed the explanation with 
smile, “That’s it,” said. Also quizzed 
reporters, Dr. Edgar Johnwick, 
Medical Officer Charge, said, 
free world, approved Joey and Alec’s 


appreciation her services our 
Armed Forces during WWII, Joey was 
admitted this country 1948 for 
treatment this hospital. Her admis- 
sion was under special proviso the 
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First Lady Comes Calling 


Mrs. Carl Zeller (above) has worked 
continuously the American Legion Aux- 
iliary for years, being charter member 
the Ohio Unit. She has served 
various local, district and State offices. 
Last year she was Chairman the National 
Rehabilitation Committee. Mr. Zeller, 
banker, veteran WWI and two 
their sons served WWII. addition 
her American Legion work, Zeller has 
served President the Gibsonburg Fed- 
eration Women’s Clubs; 
Chairman the Middle-North District 
the Ohio Federation Women’s Clubs; 
the Board Governors the American Red 
Cross, Sandusky County, Ohio, for years; 
the Sandusky County Chapter the Na- 
tional Polio Foundation, and has been 
member the Governor’s Citizen Commit- 
tee for the study 


knew she was coming; did 
bake cake. But did roll out the 
traditional red carpet give the Na- 
tional President the American 
Auxiliary, Carl Zeller Gib- 
sonburg, Ohio, the warmest kind 
welcome when she called this 
tal the morning Monday, 
ary 28. Now that have met Mrs. Zel- 
ler person, are sure that had 
whipped that cake, she would have 
taken time out swap baking recipes 
with some the local Auxiliaires, for 
the First Lady the ALA such 
friendly, down-to-earth person. 

Mrs. Zeller was Louisiana attend 
the mid-winter Department Conference 
Lafayette, January 26-27. She was 
Auxiliary’s top brass this State, De- 
partment President Mary Lou 
Crowley; National Vice-President, South- 
ern Division, Thelma Ashley, Crowley: 
and National Executive Committee- 
woman, Hattie Dayries, Baton Rouge. 
The National President and her party 
were greeted the Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital, Dr. Edgar 
fohnwick, and were escorted 
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Room the recreation 
ing Carville’s Director Community 


T.H. Rickman, Jr. Waiting 


meet the visitors were members 
the local B.L. Spann Unit 188, local 
and other friends, pa- 
tients and out-of-town guests. 

The natural charm this leader 
women the American Legion 
Auxiliary was evident from the moment 
she was introduced. Her 
clasp made each one feel that Mrs. Zel- 
stranger. When Mrs. Zeller suggested 
that talk informally future plans 
tor patients’ activities which the Aux- 
iliary might play part, lively discus- 
sion developed which Dr. Johnwick 
and Mr. Rickman took part. 


speaking THE STAR, Mrs. Zeller 
said, “I’m 100 per cent behind you 
educational campaign.” 

behalf her Unit, Aline Strib- 
bling, President the B.L. Spann Unit 
188, presented Mrs. Zeller with hand 


magnolia ceramic plate 


memento her visit. 


addition the president’s party, 
out-of-town guests included Mrs. 
(Steve) McCormick, Destrehan, Car- 
ville hospital chairman the Depatt- 
ment Louisiana; Mrs. Dora -Hitz- 
man, Baton Rouge, past president 
the Nicholson Unit 38; Mrs. Virgie Ne- 
som, Baton Rouge, member the 
Nicholson Unit; L.L. McCormick, Des- 
trehan, Past Department Commander 
The American Legion; Frank Nesom. 


guests: Seated, the president’s party, Mrs. Dayries, Mrs. Knight, Mrs. 
Mrs. Ashley. Standing, Edgar Dayries, Mr. Nesom, Mrs. McCormick, Mr. 


McCormick, Mrs. Nesom, and Mrs. Hitzman. 


one point when the problem 
patients’ acceptance community 
alter discharge from this hospital was 
the topic, Mrs. Zeller noted, “This seems 
job.” “Your organization doing ex- 
cellent piece work along those lines, 
and hope will continue,” was the 
ccmment several patients. for en- 
lightening the public about Carville 
and Hansen’s disease, Units the 
States, plus the District Columbia, 
Alaska and Hawaii, have entered sub- 
scriptions THE STAR since last 
Many these Units are sending THE 
libraries, schools, hospitals 
and doctors’ offices. Last year Mrs. Zel- 
ler’s State Ohio pleced second only 
Louisiana the number subscrip- 
tions Units and Auxiliary 


Baton Rouge, chairman the Carville 
Coordinating Committee the Forty 
and Eight, honor society The Ameri- 
can Legion, and Edgar Dayries, Jr. 


MAC 


NBC’s popular television show “Mat- 
inee presented dramatization 
Betty Martin’s book Miracle Car- 
ville December 10, 1956. William 
Mourne adapted the book for TV. The 
cast was excellent and the production 
However, the story had cut 
down considerably fit into 30-min- 
ute show, and for those familiar with 
the subject, the presentation was not en- 
tirely adequate. But for the millions 
viewers who probably never heard 
Carville before, must have been 
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Had Art Show Too 


Artist Melodese Whitaker 


one end the spacious ballroom 
“upstairs” the recreation building 
this hospital, pool tournament was 
full swing. the extreme other end, 
Melodese Kilpatrick 
known Texas and Oklahoma artist and 
student Xavier Gonzales, had set 
her one-man art show. Presiding gra- 
ciously over the show, Mrs. Whitaker 
did not seem mind the clack the 


ze 


balls the audible comments the 
kibitzers. “An artist,” she said, “gets 
used However, even the 
pool sharks and their fans called temp- 
crary halt the tournament watch 
with interest and join applauding 
the high point the show. This was 
the unveiling Mrs. Whitaker’s por- 
trait Father Abbot Francis Sadlier, 
resident chaplain. 


Mrs. Whitaker had about 
tures display, oil and water colors. 
Some were Louisiana ante-bellum 
homes, some were local scenes, and there 
were several portraits. addition the 
paintings there were two terra 
sculptures, one mask the artist her- 
self. 

The show was well attended pa- 
tients and personnel and number 
artists from Baton Rouge drove down 
see the show and meet Mrs. Whitaker. 
They included Jay Broussard, Director 
the Louisiana Art Commission; Mrs. 
Ulmer, Art Director East Baton 
Parish Schools, and Mr. Ulmer: 
Mrs. Murphy, Art Director Baton Rouge 
High, and Mr. Murphy; Mrs. 
well and LSU art student Edgar Day- 
ries, and others. 

Mrs, Whitaker, now living Dallas, 
past president the Association 
Oklahoma Artists and she has had one- 
man shows the Art Center Okla- 
homa City; Philbrook Museum, Tulsa, 
and other places. 

Melodese Whitaker, private life, 
Mrs. Gilbert Whitaker. Mr. Whitaker 
General Services Administration, Dallas, 
Carville for several months con- 
nection with the conversion the elec- 


tric power here from Direct Alternat- 
ing Current. 
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Here they are, two happy people, Alec and Joey Lau, their January 10. 
Mrs. Lau, the former Josefina “Joey” Guerrero, wearing Henri Bendel original cock- 
tail length dress emerald green silk. Her half-shell hat, Italian import, was crea- 
tion seed pearls and sequins. Beige accessories and rock crystal costume jewelry high- 


lighted her ensemble. 


Romance which seems flourish 
Carville blossomed again the marri- 


age Filipino war heroine, STAR 
fer, Joey Guerrero Alec Lau, her fel 


low patient this hospital, January 
10. The ceremony was performed 
Jess Johnson Baton Rouge. 
was almost week before the newspa- 
pers got hint the wedding and then 
the story broke the B.R. State Times, 
Jan. 15. That did it. The wire services 
began calling and the story Joey and 
Alec’s wedding flashed newspapers 
from New York Manila. There were 
radio broadcasts and Station 
Rouge, moved its television cam- 
eras here. 

that time, Joey who had taken 
few days off from her job THE 
STAR, was back work. Joey had 
answer all the questious 
fired her the reporters, just 
fell love, and that was that.” Standing 
by, Alec confirmed the explanation with 
smile, “That’s it,” said. Also quizzed 
reporters, Dr. Edgar Johnwick, 
Medical Officer Charge, said, “It’s 
free world, approved Joey and Alec’s 


appreciation her services our 
Armed Forces during WWII, Joey was 
admitted this country 1948 for 
treatment this hospital. Her admis- 
sion was under special proviso the 
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ALA’s First Lady Comes Calling 


Mrs. Carl Zeller (above) has worked 
continuously the American Legion Aux- 
iliary for years, being charter member 
the Gibsonburg, Ohio Unit. She has served 
various local, district and State offices. 
Last year she was Chairman the National 
Rehabilitation Committee. Mr. Zeller, 
banker, veteran WWI and two 
their sons served WWII. addition 
her American Legion work, Mrs. Zeller has 
served President the Gibsonburg Fed- 
eration Women’s Clubs: 
Chairman the Middle-North District 
the Ohio Federation Women’s Clubs; 
the Board Governors the American Red 
Cross, Sandusky County, Ohio, for years; 
the Sandusky County Chapter the Na- 
tional Polio Foundation, and has been 
member the Governor’s Citizen Commit- 
tee for the study narcotics. 


knew she was coming; did 
bake cake. But did roll out the 
traditional red carpet give the Na- 
tional President the American 
Auxiliary, Mrs. Carl Zeller Gib- 
sonburg, Ohio, the warmest kind 
welcome when she called this hospi- 
tal the morning Monday, Jauu- 
ary 28. Now that have met Mrs. Zel- 
ler person, are sure that had 
whipped that cake, she would have 
taken time out swap baking recipes 
with some the local Auxiliaires, for 
the First Lady the ALA such 
friendly, down-to-earth person. 

Mrs. Zeller was Louisiana attend 
the mid-winter Department Conference 
Lafayette, January 26-27. She was 
Auxiliary’s top brass this State, De- 
partment President Mary Lou 
Crowley; National Vice-President, South- 
ern Division, Thelma Ashley, Crowley: 
and National Executive Committee- 
woman, Hattie Dayries, Baton Rouge. 
The National President and her party 
were greeted the Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital, Dr. Edgar 
fohnwick, and were escorted 
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Room the recreation build- 
ing Carville’s Director Community 


T.H. Rickman, Jr. Waiting 


meet the visitors were members 
the local B.L. Spann Unit 188, local 
Legionnaires, and other 
tients and out-of-town guests. 

The natural charm this leader 
women the American Legion 
Auxiliary was evident from the moment 
she was introduced. Her 
clasp made each one feel that Mrs. 
stranger. When Mrs. Zeller suggested 
that talk informally future plans 
patients’ activities which the Aux- 
iliary might play part, lively discus- 
sion developed which Dr. Johnwick 
and Mr. Rickman took part. 


one point when the problem 
patients’ acceptance community 
alter discharge from this hospital was 
the topic, Mrs. Zeller noted, seems 
job.” “Your organization doing ex- 
cellent piece work along those lines, 
and hope will was the 
ccmment several patients. for en- 
lightening the public about Carville 
and Hansen’s disease, Units the 
States, plus the District Columbia, 
Alaska and Hawaii, have entered sub- 
scriptions THE STAR since last July 
Many these Units are sending THE 
STAR libraries, schools, hospitals 
and doctors’ offices. Last year Mrs. Zel- 
ler’s State Ohio pleced second only 
Louisiana the number subscrip- 
tions Units and Auxiliary members. 


speaking THE STAR, Mrs. Zeller 
said, “I’m 100 per cent behind you 
your educational campaign.” 

behalf her Unit, Aline Strib- 
bling, President the B.L. Spann Unit 
188, presented Mrs. Zeller with hand 


magnolia ceramic plate 


memento her visit. 

addition the party, 
out-of-town guests included Mrs. L.L. 
(Steve) McCormick, Destrehan, Car- 
ville hospital chairman the Depatt- 
ment Louisiana; Mrs. Dora -Hitz- 
man, Baton Rouge, past president 
the Nicholson Unit 38; Mrs. Virgie Ne- 
som, Baton Rouge, member the 
Nicholson Unit; L.L. McCormick, Des- 
trehan, Past Department Commander 
The American Legion; Frank Nesom. 


guests: Seated, the president’s party, Mrs. Dayries, Mrs. Knight, Mrs. 
Mrs. Ashley. Standing, Edgar Dayries, Jr., Mr. 
McCormick, Mrs. Nesom, and Mrs. Hitzman. 


Nesom, Mrs. McCormick, Mr. 


Rouge, chairman the Carville 
Coordinating Committee the Forty 
and Eight, honor society The Ameri- 
can Legion, and Edgar Dayries, Jr. 


MAC 


NBC’s popular television show 
inee Theatre” presented dramatization 
Betty Martin’s book Miracle Car- 
ville December 10, 1956. William 
Mourne adapted the book for TV. The 
cast was excellent and the production 
good. However, the story had cut 
down considerably fit into 30-min- 
ute show, and for those familiar with 
the subject, the presentation was not en- 
tirely adequate. But for the millions 
viewers who probably never heard 
Carville before, must have been 


and blowing the right direction 
are being noted result the cam- 
paign the Health Education Office, 
Hansen’s Disease Division, Territortal 
Department Health, eliminate use 
prejudicial terms using the words 
and “leprosy” public print. 
Letters are sent magazine editors, writ 
ers and literary agents asking coopera- 
tion. recent issue Ellery Queen’s 
Mystery Magazine carried reprint 
Jack London “horror about the 
disease. The impact the old story was 
least lessened editorial note 
the end the story explaining presert 
treatment and recovery aspects Han- 
sen’s disease. 

This was the gist news item 
the Health Messenger, published the 
Territorial Department Health, 
olulu, Hawaii. prompted send 
for copy the EQMM, that 
could see for ourselves. Jack London’s 
terrifying “crime and man-hunt story,” 
King the Lepers; locale Kauai, 
the Hawaiian Islands; time early 
the 20th century, was almost too grue- 
some, too horrible finish, even though 
was 24-carat Jack London. But the 
good Mr. Queen’s editorial note out- 
weighs the bad the yarn, least, 
puts the melodramatic yarn 
proper perspective. Here the editorial 
note about which are enthusi- 


«Stic: 


Now that you have finished this par- 
ticular Jack London story, which firsi 
appeared book form 1912, you will 
interested read excerpts from 
letter just received from Dr. Ira 
Hirschy, Director the Division 
Disease the Department 
Health, Honolulu, Hawaii. Dr. Hirschy 
wrote: frankly asking your help 
matter that affects the future all 
patients now recovering from Hansen’s 
disease, the termed the past 
‘leprosy.’ 

“The outlook for recovery from the 
disease now bright. The sulfone drugs 
have been used long enough show 
that they can arrest the disease. 

“When the disease discovered early, 
patients can escape the crippling and 
disfiguring that formerly accompanied 
the illness Patients are being dis- 
charged and are returning their 
homes longer source con- 
tagion to anyone. 

when they return their com- 
munities that they face real mental 
hazard attitude fear, prejudice 
and ostracism that often makes getting 
job living normal life impossible. 

“Much this attitude unacceptance 
stems from out-of-date concepts Han- 
sen’s disease and the continued use 
the terms ‘leper’ ‘leprosy’ ex- 
press horror ostracism ... 

“Magazines can constructive ser- 
vice eliminating use the words 
‘leper’ and ‘leprosy’ both terms 
comparison and also when they are used 
misleading medical sense. Medically, 
the word ‘leprosy’ longer used 
describe the disease. Hawaii, for ex- 
ample, the name was changed Han- 
sen’s disease legislative action 
1949. Both terms ‘leper’ and ‘leprosy’ 


are now avoided because they are al- 
ways at least partially inaccurate and 
because the old connotation ‘an in- 
curable disease’ longer true.” 


course, you realize that would 
have been impossible for 
“modernize” the terminology Jack 
London’s 44-year-old story; but are 
glad have this oportunity call Dr. 
Hirschy’s letter the attention all 
readers order, Dr. Hirschy him- 
self put it, “to help erase outmoded at- 
titudes toward the disease and fur- 
ther acceptance for discharged Han- 
sen’s disease patients.” 


Thank you, Ellery Queen, for coop- 
erating with Dr. Hirschy, and thank 
vou, Dr. Hirschy and your associates, 
especially Miss Catherine Cunningham, 
Health Education Administrator, Office 
Health Education, for the really tho- 
rough job you are doing enlighten 
the public about Hansen’s disease. You 
have added immeasurable strength 
our team. 


Some more straws the wind. the 
Administration the Territory Pa- 
pua and New Guinea, Commonwealth 
Australia, following certain world 
has legislation adopted Han- 
sen’s disease the official name for the 
disease. The Director the Depart- 
ment Public Health, Papua, points 
out that significant that the 
densely populated Central Highlands, 
disease problem. 


This special salute, very spec- 
ial person, Carville’s great friend, Mrs. 
V.I. “Mom” Miller Shreveport, La., 
honor Mom’s birthday, coming 
February 16. had our way there 
forth our salute Mom. Instead 
shall have settle for cards, letters, 
wires and gifts, and there will 
ley these congratulatory go- 
ing Mom’s way from Carville patients. 
Her birthday the one day the year 
when can turn the tables giving 
Mom rather than receiving from her. 

Mom Miller’s friends Shreveport 
all know about her various Carville 
projects and they all take keen pleas- 
ure giving her assistance carrying 
them out. But Mom herself, who 
for years now remembers patients 


Birthday Salute 


this hospital, particularly the handi- 
capped, the veterans, the school stu- 
dents, and THE STAR staff with gifts 
Christmas time, birthdays and 
many other special occasions. 

How old Mom Miller? The ques- 
tion would better phrased, how young 
Mom? the flight time goes, Mom 
will celebrate her 79th birthday Feb- 
ruary 16, but with Mom “age quali- 
mind,” and what mind! Active 
the word. Whatever the area 
thought, the turn conversation, 
Mom not only can keep with you. 
she usually way ahead you. you 
may have gathered, Mom 
Whisler’s mother. She is, use her own 
words, “not cut pattern.” 

Perhaps the secret Mom Miller’s 


fountain youth that she likes 
people, and people certainly like her. 
She has friends all over the state and all 
over the country, and her home city 
Shreveport, where practically every- 
body knows Mom Miller, she alreadv 
legend. her guiding philosophy 
dealing with others, she once quoted 
us: 
“Don’t look for flaws you through life, 
And when you find them 
wise and kind somewhat blind, 
And look for the virtues behind them.” 
not know the author the 
lines which follow, but they are 
tailored fit Mom. 
from life you take the best, 


And life you keep the jest, 
love you hold 


matter how the years by, 


matter how the birthdays fly, 
You are not old.” 


January-February 


THE WIND 


young Irish nun, Sisiter Visita- 
tion (Dr. Chambers) the Mission- 
aries Mary (Medical Missionaries) 
was one Carville’s most interesting 
guests year’s end. Sister Visitation 
physician and she must have plenty 
the ball for hers the sole responsibility 
caring for some 3,500 patients 
Abakaliki, Nigeria, West Africa. 


Sister Visitation with patient 
Abakaliki. 


Sister Visitation arrived Carville 
December and stayed for several days. 
She planned visit other hospitals 
the U.S. before returning Nigeria but 
Carville was first her itinerary. 

was not until 1945 that the patients 
with Hansen’s disease the Abakaliki 
where the Irish nun-physician has 
heen stationed for eight years, received 
any treatment all. “We are still not 
very advanced,” said Sister Visitation, 
encouraging see what has 
accomplished Carville, and 
hope that time will able copy 
some it.” 

Sister Visitation reported “very good 
results” with DDS (the parent sulfone) 
Only about per cent her patients 
are the skin type, the others are the 
nerve type, and the latter are treated 
out-patient basis. They have one 
hospital and nine agricultural villages 
which Sistr visits every two weeks, tra- 
veling over the nearly impossible 

The Missionaries Mary, founde 
1932, has about 300 the Order, all 
whom are medical people doctors, 
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nurses, pharmacists and laboratory tech- 
nicians. 


New Yorkers, Dr. and Mrs. Keith 
Dahlberg (above), will Burma- 
bound March, and that why they 
spent week Carville January. 
After year Rangoon studying lan- 
guages, Dr. Dahlberg will stationed 
Kentung, charge general hos- 
pital, with some work Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Dr. Dahlberg said there had been 
more than 1,100 cases diagnosed 
that area, many whom will 
treating out-patients. The hospital 
Kentung was bombed out during the 
war and was rebuilt very recently. Dr. 
Dahlberg will the first mission doc. 
tor there fifteen years. 

Dr. Dahlberg, 28, 1954 graduate 
the University New York Medical 
School, Syracuse, and Mrs. 
25, 1952 graduate nursing 
General Hospital, Syracuse. will 
work the laboratory and assist her 
husband many other hospital duties. 

Dr. and Mrs. Dahlberg are going out 
Burma under the auspices 
American Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
ciety, headquarters New York. 


* 


New York also the home state 
Miss Mary Cermak, R.N., Binghamp- 
ton, her home city. She has been 
ing the mission field Bolivia for 
the past five years. met Miss Cermak 
during her week’s visit this hospital 
Tane, Beni, miles from 
Magdalena where her Mission, the Bo- 
livian Indian Mission, 
inational group, has general hospital. 
the only one that area. There are 


now 114 patients Tane, “but ex- 
pect many more,” Miss Cermak said, 
“perhaps many 500.” They are us- 
ing the sulfones and results hae been 
good. The patients who are physically 
able, farm, and have gardens. They live 
grass huts. Their diet poor, rice, 
yuka native potato), bananas and 
meat. CARE supplements this diet with 
powdered milk, butter and tinned 
cheese. The patients not like these 
foods, new them, Miss Cermak ex- 
plained, “but insist that they eat 
them.” 

Miss Cermak herself lives small 
adobe house, not far from the patients. 
She the only nurse and doctor visits 
them once twice year. 

Miss Cermak said that transportation 
two extremes oxcarts and planes. 
There are railroads roads possible 
for cars the area. “We hae fine 
air strip for planes and mail flown 
once week, but supplies, gro- 
ceries, etc., only twice year.” For di- 
version Miss Cermak reads and studies 
Spanish, the speech medium Tane, al- 
though the Indian tribes all have dif- 
ferent dialects. 

Miss Cermak looking forward 
returning her post Tane the 
spring, after year’s furlough the 
States. 

The second “lady doctor” 
Carville recent weeks was Dr. Signe 
berg from Formosa. Dr. Berg was here 
for week January trying “soak 
up” much knowledge Hansen’s 
disease she could that short time, 
although the subject not entirely un- 
familiar her. medical missionary, 
working under the Evangelical Mission 
Covenant Church, Dr. Berg 
tioned the McKay Memorial Hos- 
pital (Presbyterian) Taipei for four 
years (1952-1956). One Dr. Berg’s 
duties then was the Govern- 
ment Hospital for HD, few miles out 
Taipei, treat patients, not for Han- 
sen’s disease per se, but for secondary 
infections. There are now over 800 pa- 
tients this hospital. 

Finnish-born, Dr. Berg 
American citizen, and very proud it, 
and should very proud her. 
Her colorful and interesting background 
includes nine years service the in- 
terior China, where she and her hus- 
band, also were medical 
the general hospital, the 
hospital area serving six 
people. was killed the 
Communists. Dr. Berg hopes retuin 


(cont’d page 12) 
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Guestbook from page 11) 
Formosa May. 


* * * 


Miss Helen Wellman, registered nurse 
from Edenboro, Pennsylvania, had nev- 
seen case Hansen’s disease until 
her Carville visit late January. But 
Yila, Liberia, where Miss Wellman 
going February under the auspices 
Baptist Mid-Missions, she will see 
several hundred cases and take care 
most their medical spiritual 
needs. They not have resident 
physician the Yila station, and 
Miss Wellman, only 27, will have her 
hands full. She graduate nursing 
the Huron Road Hospital, Cleve- 
land, Miss Wellman said that she gained 
helpful information during the 
week she spent Carville. 

* * 


group foreign students from 
Louisiana State University toured this 
hospital January 25. They 
brought here one Carville’s good 
friends, Mrs. Perry Lucas, Baton Rouge, 
State Hospital Chairman, Disabled 
merican Veterans. the group were: 
Miss Siew Ying Yao, Miss Wan 
Sun, Taipei, Taiwan; Mr. Kawlu Yaw 
Shu, Mr. Chit Ko, Burma; and Mr. 
Arjun Rijhwani, New Delhi, India. 


New Zealand Worker Visits 


Mr. Rollo Gillespie, newly appointed 
secretary the Trust Board 
New Zealand,” visited Carville 
Christmas Day. Mr. Gillespie, native 
New Zealand, has been living 
Fngland for the past several years. His 
new work, which succeeds Mr. 
Twomey, takes him again his 
native island, and the direction 
work which deeply interested. 

The Trust Board non-denom- 
inational organization which gives fi- 
nancial aid all Hansen’s disease work 
being done the South Pacific area, 
and the New Zealand dependencies. 
work the Roman Catholic, Anglican, 
Methodist, Seventh Day Adventist and 
Presbyterian churches all receive aid 
through the Trust Board. 

Strangely enough there not single 
reported case Hansen’s disease 
New Zealand but the many islands 
the South Pacific presents definite 
health problem both the govern- 
ments and the Church. agreement 
the “Mission London, does 
not assist work these areas. The 
Trust Board assists work outside 
these areas. 

Writing from San Francisco, just 
was leaving this country, Mr. Gilles- 
pie said, feel that visit Carville 
was great value and most grate- 
ful for the enthusiastic cooperation 
met with.” 


Valve 


THE STAR does not necessarily 
gree with all views expressed this de- 
but like Voltaire defend 
your right say it. Letters this de- 
partment must signed but 
only will published request. Please 
state your subject, explain it, but keep 
brief, and course, within the bounds 
good taste. Ed. 


THE STAR 
Local 


Sir: 

the September-October 1956 issue 
THE STAR, M.B. Folsom, Secretary 
Health, Education, and Welfare. 
said: “The Public Health Service looks 
upon THE STAR means afford- 
ing the patients Carville medium 
self expression. such, the magazine 
offers measure therapeutic value, 
sort safety valve.” 

Off and have been patient 
this hospital for over years. realize 
that hospital place where indi- 
vidual goes get well, and after health 
regained leaves take his her 
place society. That not simple 
with Hansen’s disease eligible for dis- 
charge. The disease takes long time 
inanifest itself and takes long time 
arrest it. Most patients come here 
voluntarily, firm persuasion, 
bandoning business, job, family and 
friends. After five, ten, fifteen and twen- 
years more this hospital, dis- 
charged patient has most cases 
face broken home, lost business, 
job, very strict rules the Board 
Health certain key states, 
erences and practically recommenda- 
tions. Should lucky get job, 
lives under the constant fear that 
his employer fellow employees will 
discover his background, and when this 
happens, usually loses his job. 

Most patients want leave Carville 
upon their discharge and regain their 
freedom, but because financial inse- 
curity and the insurmountable odds, 
any wonder that the majority prefer 
remain this hospital? The writer 
came Carville the pre-sulfone era, 
and although now considered 
arrested case, the disease left with 
some its crippling effects, and 
would difficult, almost impossible 


world. However, like number other 
patients here same status, would 
prefer out the hospital rather 
than for the rest days, could 
sure some security, and that 
would not financial burden 
family. 

the present time the federal gov- 
ernment spends about $15 day per pa- 
tient here Carville. there any rea- 
son why the present economy-minded 
administration Washington could noi 
give discharged patient pension, com- 
pensation, donation, call what you 
will, least half the $15 per day? 

know there will opponents the 
idea giving pension, the 
grounds that the government gives 
one group, must also give others, 
Lut the fact remains that so-called lep- 
rosy unique because its stigma and 

Uncle Sam gives billions dollars 
foreign countries for relief. are hap 
that our country can this, but 
hope and pray that the good men and 
women both Houses Congress 
heed our plea and alleviate the 
ing situation find ourselves in, and 
pass law that will give the financial 
security which think deserve. 


The National Leprosy Act which has 
come hardy perennial Con- 
gress, contains certain provisions which 
would meet the problem J.R. sets forth. 


TITLE COMPENSATION FOR 
DISABILITY INCIDENT LEPROSY 


Section 601. (c) discharged patients who 
are Classified totally and permanently 
disabled, there shall paid sum, starting 
immediately following their discharge, 
the amount $125 per month. 

discharged patients who have 
suffered total blindness incident leprosy 
the compensation paid shall $150 per 
month. 

(e) Patients who are found physi- 
disabled incident leprosy degree 
less than total, shall receive portion the 
compensation authorized this title, the 
amount which shall graduated ac- 
cordance with the percentage the physi- 
cal disability. Disabilities determined 
less than per centum will not certified 
for compensation payments. 


not know how many the ap- 
physically handicapped 
patients eligible for discharge 
maining here would want leave the 
hospital. Some, doubt would, they 
vere assured financial security. This 
Theoretically, Uncle Sam 
money this deal, and those patients 
who feel about this like J.R. would 
lead more normal life, sans institu- 
Ed. 


Change address 
THE STAR mailed second class 
permit. not forwarded new ad- 
dress. Kindly notify you are moving. 
giving both old and new addresses. 
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The rains came, slow, all day driz- 
and did the golfers from New 
Orleans, Baton Rouge and other nearby 
points, participate with staff and pa- 
tients the tenth semi-annual invita- 
tional golf tourney held here 
December the weather had been 
better, there probably would have been 
more visiting golfers, but the tourney 
was success. was more than that. 


was cause for rejoicing just have 


tourney again signalized our return 
from Carvillization civilization. The 
picture shows youthful Jackie O’Neill 
Rouge smiling broadly ac- 
cepts the Carville golf tourney champion- 
ship trophy from Dr. Edgar John- 
wick, MOC. left Baton Rouge 


golf pro Marion Scobell, and right 
New Orleans golf pro Henry Thomas, 
who have helped with the Carville tour- 
ney for several years. Mr. Thomas makes 
regular trips this hospital instruct 
the patients golf. 


Local baseball fans turned out mas- 
meet person group major leag- 
uers. The visiting ball players were 
Carville Doc Wendler, 
Brooklyn Dodgers trainer. They includ- 
Pete Runnels, Washington Senators; 
Frank Thomas, Pittsburgh Pirates; Nor- 
man Zauchin, Boston Red Sox and 
Frank House, Detroit Tigers. Pictures 
the next issue THE STAR 


one-act opera, “Trouble 
Tahiti,” climaxed diverting and pleas- 
ing evening here February when 
Baton Rouge artists, Marjorie Madey, 
soprano, and Lee Edwards, baritone, 
has clever lyrics and springhtly music, 
and doubt any performers 
could give more rollicking and amus- 
ing interpertation than Marjorie Madey 
and Lee Edwards. 

Mrs. Madey was formerly featured 
Shubert musicals, and Mr. Edwards, now 
director the Baton Rouge Little Thea- 
tre, was last seen Broadway “Ou 
the Town,” also Bernstein opus. Mar- 
jorie Madey has for some time given 
generously her talenis entertain 
Carville patients and all know that 
she has beautiful voice, but did not 
know that she was such 
tress. Lee Edwards has brought several 
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Cheer Carville 


his Theatre productions here 
and appeared one, Time,” 
but did not know that can warble 
with the best them. 

Marilyn Peak was the narrator for 
“Tahiti” and Peter Paul Fuchs was 
the piano throughout the recital. Mr. 
Fuchs, now head the Opera Depart- 
ment Louisiana State University, was 
formerly with the Met. Big time! 

The all-English program also included 
duets from “Magic Flute” and 
You Woman Now” from 
Gershwin’s “Porgy and Mrs. Ma- 
dey sang several solo numbers, all en- 
joyable, but the group Schuman lied- 
ers seemed the most appreciated. Lee 
nets Quilter but his most popular 
number was the “Soliloquy” from “Ca- 
Lee sprayed the house with 
fire hose liquid music. 


the Entertainment Calendar 


February Valentine Bingo party 
sponsored the Dept. Kansas, Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary. Members the 
local Spann Unit 188, ALA, host- 
esses. 


February 17: Patricia Penny, organ- 
ist,in program classical and sacred 
music. Protestant Chapel. 


February 20: Home Talent Night, 
Music Room. hooks. Remember you 
are among friends and can ham up. 


February22: 
party and dance sponsored the Na- 


tional Auxiliary the Disabled 
can Veterans. 


March Carnival Carville. The 
annual Mardi Gras 
sored the Patients’ Federation. Grand 
ball preceded parade decorated 
floats. king and queen and their royal 
court will preside over the gay festivities. 

* 
War Heroine Peacetime Bride 
(cont’d from page 


Attorney General’s office, and grateful 
government conferred her the Medai 
Freedom with Silver Palm. Now re- 
covering from Hansen’s disease, Joey 
seeking American citizenship. 
HR2960, her behalf was reintroduced 
into Congress, January Rep. 
James Morrison (D., The Bill also 
has the strong backing Louisiana Con- 
gressman Otto Passman, Edwin 
and other legislators. 

Joey now has more reason than ever 
want remain this country 
Alec, Vietnamese, here visa 
granting permanent residence. Alec Lau 
engineering student the Uni- 
versity Washington, Seattle, when di- 
agnosis sent him Carville for 
treatment about year ago. “It was 
terrible blow the time,” Alec said, 
but the turn events has given him 
different view. “It must have been dest- 
added. 

What the future? Like all young 
couples, Joey and Alec have their 
dreams, hopes and plans. May they all 
come true, and remember are 
ing 


Modern Drugs 


Prefer Affective Skin 


SULFONES, the modern drugs effec- 
tive treating Hansen’s disease, may 
owe their beneficial effect the fact 
they prefer diseased skin healthy. 

When sulfone tagged 
active sulfur was given 
tients, the concentration diseased 
skin after hours was about times 
greater than that healthy skin, Dr. 
K.R. Chatterjee, School Tropical 
Medicine, and Dr. R.K. Poddar, Insti- 
tute Nuclear Physics, Calcutta, India. 
reported NATURE (October 
1956) 


Allergist 


Dr. L.P. Gay, well known Allergist 
Jefferson City, Missouri, was Car- 
ville January and confer with 
Dr. Johnwick, Dr. Wolcott and other 
members the resident medical 

Dr. Gay questions textbook findings 
Hansen’s disease which have come 
down through the years. would like 
conduct study here concerning his 
theory which has with 
pulse dietary tests connection with 

Dr. Gay has long been interested 
HD, not only its medical aspects 
but also its human side. has in- 
terested many his friends Carville 
including Missouri Congressmen, Sena- 
tor Thomas Hennings and Representa- 
tive Clarence Cannon. 


Congratulations 
Dr. Kellersberger 


Dr. Eugene Kellersberger, 
bourne, Florida, Secretary Emeritus 
the American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
will one twelve distinguished 
Alumni Washington University, St. 
Louis, Honoured the Univer- 
sity February 20th. Dr. Kellersberger 
will receive Alumni Citation re- 
cognition “outstanding achievement 
and service which reflects honor upon 
the University.” notifying Dr. Kel- 
lersberger the honor, the Chancellor 
the University wrote true worth 
any educational institution meas- 
ured the accomplishments its 
lumni. Washington University indeed 
proud claim you her own.” 

Dr. 
are the field Hansen’s disease and 
tropical medicine. was with A.L.M. 
for years, and prior that served 
the Belgian Congo for many years. 


Taps for Mike 


Carville patients were shocked and 
saddened the sudden death De- 
cember one our most loyal and 
steadfast friends through the years, Mer- 
vin “Mike” (above) Acosta, Baton 
Rouge. Mike had been here less than 
week before attend THE STAR’s 
Community Christmas Party, and 
took active part serving refresh- 
ments, greeting friends and making him- 
self generally useful always did 
local functions, which was much 
part. 

Mr. Acosta, 57, succumbed heart 
attack his home. was employee 
years the Esso Standard Oil 
Company. was member Nic- 
holson Post The American Legion, 
Forty and Eight, Veterans Foreign 
Vars and other organizations. 
survived his widow, the former Ann 
Cashio, three daughters former 
marriage, and seven grandchildren. In- 
terment, December 24, was the Na- 
tional Cemetary. There were lavish flo- 
ral offerings and many the wreaths 
and sprays were sent Carville pa- 
tients individually and groups. 


Unto Others 


One day the early thirties, Mike 
Acosta heard that his buddy, George, 
with whom had served overseas, was 
patient Carville. Mike hurried 
this hospital see what could 
for George. Many visits followed and 
interest was extended all veterans 
hospitalized here, fact, the entire 
patient body. Someone once asked Mike, 
you afraid visit 
“Afraid what?” Mike exploded. But 
that remark and other incidents 
vinced Mike that there was big job 
done combat prejudice and mis- 
understanding about this disease and 
Carville. did more than his part 
set people right. 1950 worked 
tirelessly for legislation remove so- 
called leprosy from the same category 
with such quarantinable diseases 
smallpox, Asiatic cholera, etc., which 
had been placed the Louisiana 
Legislature back 1921. Louisiana Act 
272 corrected this injustice long 
standing, and one was happier 
the outcome than Mike. 

diamond the rough, big and 
blustery, Mike Acosta had sentimen- 
tal side which did not try conceal. 
His services Carville patients were 


many and varied, but what seemed 
enjoy doing most was the romance 
aiding and abetting num- 
ber Carville couples get married. 
With his gracious wife, Ann, who 
ways worked side side with him 
his Carville projects, Mike took care 
all the arrangements town for the 
wedding, and did thorough job, too, 
even “standing up” with the couple. 
several occasions, the ceremony was 
followed refreshments and 
hour the lovely Acosta home. One 
couple said, was the nicest thing 
ever done for us. Our 
could not have been more considerate.” 

When Mike arrives the Pearly 
Gates, and kind deeds and love for 
one’s fellowman count, should make 
it, one the first things will proba- 
bly will looking for George 
and other old Carville friends, and what 
ball they’ll have heavenly ball. 


* * * 


FOR YOUR 
BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window 
Checking Accounts 
Savings Accounts 
Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers Cheques 
* * * 
Let know any way can 
you any time 


* 
LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 


BATON ROUGE 


LOUIS CARVILLE 
General Merchants 


Carville, Louisiana 


Dry Goods, Hardware 
Fancy Groceries, 
Convenient, Courteous Service 


Subscribers—Notice 

The number behind your address each 
issue your expiration date renewing, 
you send along that part the back cover 
makes locating your stencil easy. 
sure make checks money orders pay- 
able THE STAR and mail them directly 
the publication Pt. Clair Branch, Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 


Use Marianum Antigen Many Countries 


prepared Sister Marie Suzanne her laboratory Lyon (Rhone) France. See Sister Suzanne’s letter the Mailbag, Page 16. 


se. The antigen 


Father Sweeney Describes Work Among Korean Patients 


The Rev. Joseph Sweeney New 
Conn., famed Maryknoll priest, 
now stationed Korea, describes his 
work among the Hansen’s 
tients that country Christmas 
letter recently received friends 
this country. His clinics manned 
staff ten full time workers including 
two doctors are handling 
“Who are worse off than any seen 
years among the outcasts China.” 

“Because they are diseased and weak, 
these people are the most abandoned, 
but the one among them most sick and 
helpless the most cherished,” said. 


* * * 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


very helpful our work receive 
renewals prior expiration. Your expira- 
tion date beside your name each 


1957 


Father Sweeney continued that re- 
cently visited six missions the Ger- 
man Benedictines mid-Korea engaged 
entirely work. added: 

“We are responsible for the publica- 
tion the first text book leprosy 
Korean. The principal data Sister 
Suzanne’s antigen and vaccine are dis- 
tributed this language. Her products 
which are big hope, are given free 
Protestant and government workers 
well Catholics. survey has been 
started school children whom 
hope stop the disease before damage 


done. The results from the new treat- 
ment are very encouraging.” 

Father Sweeney said that leprosy has 
such stigma Korea that medical 
schools and doctors shy away from it. 
People will not physician who 
treats the disease, and the victims tend 
hide till mutilates them. 

Despite this tragic situation, Father 
Sweeney concluded his letter with 
air optimism for the future welfare 
patients Korea, and cred- 
ited the missions with bringing these 
people better care and new hope. 


Abbett Wimberly 


Department Store 


ORDERS MAIL PHONE HANDLED PROMPTLY 


2559 Plank Rd. 


the rear store 


Dial 


The black spots this map indicate where the “Marianum” antigen being used the treatment Hansen’s 
| 
| 


and reading it, take part the 
the life Carville. 

The vaccine and antigen have now been 
officially recognized and manufacture 
here the lab. The black spots the map, 
enclosed, indicate the places the world 
where has been sent the request the 
doctors. With such wide experience 
definite statement its value. The report 
from Carville the use the vaccine 
there will special interest. The 
has been analyzed several big 
laboratories the U.S.A., Canada and Italy, 
and our own research work being contin- 
ued. All energies are being employed 
try find something help the patients. 

The progress going normally but slowly 
more and other things “l’union 
fait force.” 


Sister Marie Suzanne, 
Laboratoire Recherches 

sur Leprae 

Lyon, Rhone, France 


See Page for the map referred 
Sister Marie Suzane. Sr. Suzanne has been 
research work Hansen’s disease for 
years. She has developed vaccine for 
use immunizing agent against 
antigen which increasing the body’s 
resistance the disease may prove have 
therapeutic value. The vaccine and antigen 
are killed cultures prepared from myco- 
bacterium similar but not the same 
the bacillus, which Sr. Suzanne isolated 
from material. Some more Car- 
ville patients have been under treatment 
with monthly intradermal injections the 
“Marianum” antigen. The use the antigen 
here, most cases, has been supple- 
ment sulfone other therapy. Reports 
use the antigen here have not yet been 
published and probably too early 
say whether not its use has been bene- 
ficial. Some patients have completed the 
full series treatments, with serious 
reactions, —Ed. 

* * 


Thanks for letting know just time 
about the presentation Miracle 
Carville. For people like us, who the 
story from was easy enough 
get the hang it, but too many those 
who have never been contact with either 
the disease us, didn’t quite make the 
grade for clearness purpose. One good 
sign, to me, was a remark one woman Made, 
that she didn’t know what Hansen’s ditease 
was. That shows the name Hansen’s disease 
what should used. The last scene 
should have been bit more explicit. The 
kind help asked for was not mentioned. 
That was for enlightenment and under- 
standing should have been brought out 
more. Also, for the discharged patient, ac- 
ceptibility should have been stressed. 

the producers to ask for a second episode 
bringing out these points and also the fact 
that Mrs. Hornbostel was the first patient 
Carville use her own and the 
consequences it. doubt that will 
any good, but one can never tell. sorry 
that they did not show Carville all. 
would have done world good have 
some shots the place now, 
with some the activities the patients. 


What shots were supposed have been 
Carville, were sadly dark and narrow 
surroundings the rooms must have been 
one time. me, more light (literally) 
should have been shed the whole story 
toward the end, show that real miracle 
had been performed medically. isn’t 
easy, guess, put that over. 

Gertrude Hornbostel 

North Bellmore 

Long Island, New York 


Mrs. Hornbostel was patient Carville 
from 1946-50, and her husband, Major Horn- 
bostel, took residence the neighbor- 
hood near his wife. The Hornbostels 
lived the Philippines and other areas 
the South Pacific for many years. She was 
interned Japanese prison camp Ma- 
nila and the Major survivor the Ba- 
taan Death March. Mrs. Hornbostel’s entry 
into Carville focused national attention 
this hospital and disease. 
did her exit. The Hornbostels now living 
beautiful home Long Island, continue 
crusade for public enlightenment 
just they did when they were here. 

did not know the date for the 
preduction MAC until the morning 
December 10th, the day its presentation. 
alerted Mrs. Hornbostel wire and 
some our other key people throughout 
the 


* 

thought the show Miracle Car- 
ville was full old-time “mellerdrammer.” 
course, expect too much Mere players 
because have met many you 
people. friend, Mrs. Porter, and cous- 
in, Pat Brauinig, were very impressed 
the whole play, and thought was wonder- 
ful and asked me many questions. 

matter what small opinion formed, 
the fact that this show was presented 
all marvelous. need more and more 
publicity. 

Mrs. Truman Thomas 
Shreveport, La. 
* 

was very pleased note your 
ume No. November-December 1956 is- 
sue THE STAR page article en- 
titled Purposeful about Dr. 
and Mrs. Goldie. 

During August 1955 spent day anda 
half Dr. Goldie’s Camp Good Hove 
near Ogbomosho (Nigeria), and took some 
colored slides and colored movies it. 

Would you please send additional 
copies the above mentioned issue. 

R.H. Whisler 
Normandy, Missouri 


were, course, glad comply with 
Mr. Whisler’s request for extra copies the 
November-December issue, and were de- 
lighted learn later from Dr. Goldie that 
Mr. Whisler had sent him check for 
$5,000. Mr. Whisler, prominent Baptist lay- 
man, said his gift Dr. Goldie was pro- 
vide him with modern surgical equipment 
and for other work HD. ...... 

Our article THE STAR Purposefu 
Furlough,” described how Dr. Goldie works 
Ogbomosho with cast-off instruments and 
dilapidated operating table. Dr. Goldie, now 
year’s furlough the U.S., and living 
Baton Rouge, makes weekly trips Car- 
ville observe Dr. Riordan’s techniques 
hand surgery, and plans inaugurate 
similar work for his patients when re- 


turns Ogbomosho June. 

gratifying THE STAR that 
had small part helping get this much- 
needed new equipment for our friend, Dr. 
Goldie. —Ed. 

* * ok 

this far away isle the fringe 
rope, this time the year, the fogs come 
down, the winter winds and the frost compel 
our thoughts towards warmer climes and 
sunnier days, and what could more idyl- 
than think “Ole Man beard- 
oaks and magnolia trees, all found 
Carville. 

You will recall that through the good of- 
fices Mrs. McCormick, spent 
Sunday mid-October 1953 visiting your 
hospital and some the cottages. The day 
Was sunny, the people met were kind, hos- 
pitable and interesting. Although the time 
was short, yet the memory the experi- 
ence remains very vivid. What has helped 
revivify the memory everything ex- 
perienced Carville the regular appear- 
ance your journal THE STAR, every 
without fail since you first promised send 
three years ago. enjoy reading it, 
and will enjoy receiving long you 
are kind enough send it. 

D.G. Madigan, M.D. 

Farnborough Hospital 

Kent, England 
* * 

are soon have clinic treat about 
500 patients suffering from Hansen’s disease 
this area. have already bought some 
land where doctor and workers may stay 
the future. But have yet many 
meet get this building and then 
furnish the clinic, together with DDS 
(the parent sulfone) and vitamins. Two 
our Canossian Sisters have been trained 
the work Bombay, and are anxiously 
waiting start work. would grate- 
ful you could give some publicity 
THE STAR. Many people were interested 
our work and encouraged unfortun- 
ately only with words and not with any Ma- 
terial help which need get the clinic 
ready 

our dispensary and hospital, our Can- 
ossian Sisters attend about daily out- 
patients and in-patients. Not long ago 
they had very serious maternity case, the 
child was dead two full days the womb 
when the woman was brought in. But Sister 
mother from death. How many would 
saved, only our Sisters had jeep take 
them through jungle paths the sick 
villages. hope some friends 
would make generous sacrifices help 
this needed work mercy for the good 
our poor people. fact, our Sisters 
could use this jeep attend much 
larger number patients suffering from 
HD, and help more effectively control it, 
many would not otherwise regular 
attending the clinic. 

Fr. Stanny Miranda, S.J. 
Talasari, Sanjan P.O., 
Thana District 

Bombay State, India 


had the privilege meeting Father 
Miranda when visited Carville several 
years ago. The cause for which pleads 
worthy one and hope some our read- 
ers will open their hearts and their pocket- 
books help Father get that jeep. —Ed. 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
case has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 


change the name the 


The world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater inlants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probabie 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty-one years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

General visitors, with the exception those are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital A.M., and 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * * 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years 
out contracting the disease. 


P.M, Visitors are not required take any special precautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes 
lor periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Once that determined, the 6,000- 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 


their but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * * 


man woman may remain perfect physical 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit unnoted anv 
social gathering. 
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The Rotary Club Donaldsonville, Louisiana, annually enters subscriptions 
THE STAR for the four high schools THE STAR 
placed the high school libraries. 

* * * * * * * * 

For number years American Legion Auxiliary Units ond local Voitures 
the Forty and Eight the State have laid emphasis sponsoring 
subscriptions THE STAR for city and school libraries, well for hospitals 
and doctors’ offices. 


* * * * * * * * 

Forty and Eight Voitures South Carolina subscribe THE STAR for libra- 
ries the University Furnam University, Lander College, Columbia 
Winthrop College, Presbyterian College, and for libraries many 
high schools throughout the state. 

* * * * * * * * 


Many libraries hospitals, clinics, public health departments, doctors’ offices 
and schools the State North Carolina are THE STAR through the 
courtesy North Carolina Forty and Eight Voitures. 

* * * * * * * * 

The Italian-American World War Veterans the U.S. Auxiliary has 
“subscribe THE STAR” campaign through its National Rehabilitation 
Chatrman, Mrs. Marie Esposito, Rome, New York. 


* * * * * * * * 


SUGGESTION OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND CLUBS “GO 
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THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


Promote educated public opinion diséase. 

Furnish occupational therapy for patients. 

Encourage and tinance social service for needy patients. 

Published bimonthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 
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